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With the Gandhi Seva Sangh

The question has been engaging all Gandhiji's time,
so much so that he has gone into perpetual silence except
with people whom he sees by appointment, and often he
wakes up in the early hours of the morning thinking about
it. On the 25th morning he woke up at one o' clock, and was
thinking about what he should say to the members of the
executive of the Gandhi Seva Sangh whom he was to meet
in the afternoon. So to them he said:

"The problem haunts me. It gives me no rest. I have
described in Harijan the position of the junior members of
the Working Committee. Theirs was a difficult position.
They were torn between loyalty to a principle and loyalty
to their colleagues. But their eagerness to make their posi-
tion clear to me was most welcome. It shows that we are all
votaries of Truth, and even our mental struggles and con-
flicts arise out of our anxiety to be faithful to it. We had
a very fine discussion in the Working Committee yesterday,
and we discussed threadbare the position of the members
as individuals and as representatives of the Congress and the
people. The question with you is different. For you are here
in your individual capacity, and you have to decide your
conduct no matter what Congress or Congressmen may
think. The question is thus much simpler for you. Will
you adopt an attitude of brotherliness to one who has done
your dear ones a grievous injury? Supposing Rajendra
Babu was attacked, would you retaliate or rather stand bet-
ween Rajendra Babu and the assailant and bear cheer-
fully the blows meant for him? You will do the latter, if
you have shed all fear of death and injury to limbs, and all
considerations for the domestic ties that bind you. But un-
less you have nothing but brotherliness for those that des-
pitefully use you, your resolution that you would stand by
the principle of non-violence through thick and thin will
have no meaning. It would be far better to wind up the
Sangh than to have an empty resolution.

"Non-violence is not a cloistered virtue, confined only
to the rishi and the cave-dweller. It is capable of being
practised by the millions, not with full knowledge of its